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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

This is written in reference to application number 09/834639 filed on April 1 6, 2001 and 
published as US 2002/0009666 on November 22, 2001. 

Response to Amendment 

1. This application is in condition for allowance except for the presence of claims 1-3, 7- 
12 and 16-18 to an invention non-elected without traverse. Accordingly, claims 1-3, 7-12 
and 16-18 have been cancelled by examiner's amendment below. 

Oath/Declaration 

2. The examiner acknowledges the declaration submitted pursuant to 37 CFR 1.132 by 
inventor Kenichiro Sato on March 3, 2004. 

Priority 

3. The translation of foreign priority document(s) JP 2000-2 15574 has (have) been 
entered and fully considered. 

4. The said translation is sufficient to perfect the priority date of July 17, 2000. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

5. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee. 

6. The application has been amended as follows: 
• Please cancel claims 1-3, 7-12 and 16-18. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
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7. Claims 4-6, 13-15 and 19-22 are allowed. 

8. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the perfection of 
the foreign priority document JP 2000-2 15574 was sufficient to overcome the 102(e) date of 
the reference to Uetani (US 6579659 B2). Thereby eliminating the said reference as citable 
prior art. The declaration evidence filed on March 3, 2004 was successful in demonstrating 
surprising and unexpected results in comparison with the prior art teachings of Hasegawa 
(US 6280898). Thereby rendering the claimed invention allowable over the cited prior art. 

9. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the 
issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons 
for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yvette C. Thornton whose telephone number is 57 1-272- 
1336. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:00 am to 6:30 
pm. 

11. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark F. Huff, can be reached on 571-272-1385. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

12. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
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for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access 
to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). 




Qfvette Clarke Thornton 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 1752 
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